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SUMMARY: Until now it has been difficult to ascertain how much 
passive inhalation of tobacco smoke affects bronchopulmonary 
functioni. To answer this question, an investigation involving 
1,351 white collar workers was carried out. Information about 
active and passive tobacco smoke exposure was obtained by a 
standardized questionnaire. This made it possible to subdivide 
the overall group into five subgroups: Never smokers, passive 
smokers, ex-smokers, current smokers, and other smokers. Forced 
expiratory vital capacity (FVG) and maximal expiratory flow-volume 
(MEFV) curves were used for lung function analysis. From these 
curves FVG, forced mid-expiratory flow (FEP 25/75), forced end- 
expiratory flow (PEP 75/85), and maximal mid-expiratory flow (MEP 
25/75) were determined and standardized for sex, age, height, and 
body weight. Passive smokers evaluated by this method showed 
essentially no decrease in parameters describing ventilatory 
function. It is concluded from the dose- and time-effect 
relationships obtained in active smokers between the lung function 
parameters andi the duration of tobacco smoke exposure on the one 
hand and the daily consumption of cigarettes on the other that 
passive: smoking in small doses may have no essential effect on 
pulmonary function:. 
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